Mi Piace ltalian Restaurant
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Leaves Architecture Interior Design

Leaves Architecture Interior Design looks for a slice
of a good taste of life and designs spaces proper to
each client's interest. They have six design principles
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1. Big window invites outdoor views to National Museum of Natural Science
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as a decorative element 4. The first floor plan 5.
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This forty years old shop house was renovated as an ltalian food restaurant and reopened to the public in 2015. Mi Piace Italian
Restaurant is owned by a tech-business professional who shifted his career in search of his interests and dreams. The design
looked for very simple ways to use old and recycled materials to create a space with a dining at home ambience.

A window view and a story to be told

The main hall forms a particular picture as many utility pipes were painted in mustard color and woven together in an interesting
geometrical pattern. The same dimension pipe was used as feet to support the dining tables and chairs in a waiting lounge.
It was said that the pipes record every memory of the past and the space is linked by the pipes like threads sewing the old
house’s past together.

Like the surrounding structure, the building has remain untouched for the past four decades and the old windows and materials
were left included the sandy color glass and flower pattern concrete blocks. The interior lighting quality kept the existing melody
and the richness of the material surfaces enhance the energy of the space. A large window allows both access to outdoor
views and rooms bathed in natural light longer. An anti-thief metal grate was taken down from its original position and placed on
a porch to remind every customer of the former life of the old house.
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8. Exposed and rustic brick wall surface gives the interior a sense of nature 9.10. Utility pipes and details of fixing boxes
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1. Existing elements: many existing components were kept or relocated.
The surface of the interior preserves the existing texture of paint. Rustic
metal gratings were detached down from their existing location and used
as decorative objects.2. Wood was used extensively. In part it plays
mediator between path and lingering zone; it was also used to clad
surfaces in many parts 3. There is an ambiguous contrast among the
polished, rustic and existing materials. Water pipes were used to reveal
an ambience associated with an industrial factory.
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This restaurant has been in business in Taichung for seven years. To
expand further it decided to move to a new location. The new space is
ample and situated in a single three story house. The interior design
preserves the existing structure and surface cladding while only adding
proper new material to enhance an ambience where the past meets the
new.
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11. The second floor window-motif mirror wall reflects the opposite brick wall 12. The restaurant is located in a house renovated with old materials in a
creative mood 13. Small windows preserved from the existing structure and renovated into some of the decorative motifs
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Old and New

To give the old house a precise spatial deportment for functional reasons, the design
carefully divides the zones by using different material; the first floor wood floor was laid for
orientation, while the seating zone is paved with concrete. The wall is mostly covered with
wood planks to create a spatial intimacy that one associates with the ambience of an old
house. The main dining zone reveals a rustic air with such touches as a piece of brick wall
in half ruin and nail scars visible everywhere. A wall facing the ruined surface brick wall is
wrapped by mirror that both enhances the rustic feel and forms an ambiguous dialogue
between the polished new and rustic old.

A geometrical motif also adds big interest to the space. As noted water pipes were used
to support tables and they weave a hidden pattern only visible by grouping several tables
together. Inside a lavatory under a staircase one finds a polygon pattern tailored by tree
bark and the pattern is visible on the second floor as part of the extension from the first.
The tactic of the design was to truly represent the impression of the past. All the old and
new materials meet to embrace an intimate ambience for a family style restaurant. Even
though it looks simple with no stylish fashion, the restaurant has a deep affection for the
food and interior comfort.
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