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Designer | Leaves Architecture Interior Design / Chia-Lung Yeh

Photographer | Weimax Studio / Wei-Chih Chung

Category | Hot-pot restaurant

Location ] Taiwan

Materials | ramped earth wall, solid wood mullion, special paint, tile, Formica
board, solid wood board, stone paint

Size | 991m?2

Design period | November 2017 — May 2018

Construction period | May — September 2018
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Leaves Architecture Interior Design / Chia-
Lung Yeh

Director, Leaves Architecture Interior
Design

Assistant professor, NUTC

Assistant professor, Asia University
Award Record: 2018, A'Design Award
Gold & Silver Awards, iF Design Awards,
Creative China Design Silver, 40 Under 40
Talent Young Designer Award, Golden Pin
Award, SBID Awards, Asia Design Winner,
JCD Best 100, Sino Home Design Award
- 2017, IDA Honorable Award, SIDA
Singapore Interior Design Award ( Silver)
- 2016, Golden Creation Award Silver,
business space - 2015, Asian Design
Award Silver, housing space
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1. The metal skin structure
encountered a major transformation
from its original shabby outlook into
an elegant Japanese style house.
2. Recessed entrance is set on
a platform and illuminated by a
spotlight.
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3. Mirror pond and its dramatlc “star- Ilght featured at night. 4. Sphere lighting
fixtures in three sizes are placed in perfect positions. 5. Mullion panels blur the
borders between seating and pathway. 6. Shining iconic copper element gives a

strong visual impression.

7. Plan.
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Tang Zhan Hot-Pot stands in the number one gourmand street in Taichung so it posted a challenge to the designer to seek
innovative ideas to attract customers. Renovated within an existing metal skin structure, Tan Zhan was expected to convert the
shabby existing conditions into an exquisite outlook with a Japanese style.

Tang Zhan stands in a highly competitive district and therefore sought ways to earn attention. The challenge was how to find a
good solution to convert the existing metal structure. To uplift the impression of high quality Japanese style food and service,
the whole structure was totally transformed into a quasi-Japanese building with a slanting roof covered in Japanese roof tiles.

A heat insulating layer was inserted under roof to reduce the sun’s radiation into the interior and the color of the black roof
extends onto the surface of the building. The entrance is set on a recessed platform and a light color wood surface ushers
in the impression of the lobby, posting a sharply different air against the dark color exterior material. A view cast on a pond
where water flows slowly on a mirrored surface blurs the border and expands the space. Wood was used as major furnishing
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8. Wood truss and wood mullions convert the the interior as an archaic barn. 9. Ceiling is covered by wood mullions with delicate support as if they
are floating in air. 10. Wood mullion panel like screens provide the orientation system. 11. Existing structure is wrapped in wood veneer.

material to project a Japanese delight and sense of intimacy. Wood mullions separate the seating zones from the pathway.
This ambiguous bordering sectors direct views and cut them it into fragments subsequently adding to the visual depth of the
restaurant.

The building eave protrudes thus giving an odd proportion to the building, but the actual interior hovers above using a pitched
top supported by fake wood trusses which is actually the original metal framework now wrapped in wood veneer. Yeh said his
design is strongly responsive to the client's demand for every functional detail such as comfortable seating, and a reasonable
orientation layout with proper preparation tables and storage. The furnishing materials address every pragmatic demand while
releasing a particular visual signature such as a copper motif right behind the reception table. The reflective surface of a
shining motif gives the customers a strong impression and acts as an icon of the restaurant.
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12. Reception table is placed in central position to divert customer flow. 13. Elevation 1. 14. Elevation 2. 15. Wood provides an intimate comfort

1. Mirror pond has a water management system to keep the water at
the right depth and adds water in a gentle movement. 2. Sphere shaped
lighting fixtures are different radi and carefully laid out. 3. The surface of
the exterior wall reveals natural rammed earth, with a mix of shredded
weeds.
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. Mirror pond at the restaurant entrance provides a strong visual
impression to pedestrians. 2. A strong visual attraction is formed by both
the globe lighting fixtures on the surface of pond and the spotlights the
entrance platform. 3. The interior's impression is formed by the wood
mullions.




